[Expression of telomerase and p53 in ameloblastoma].
To detect the expression of p53 protein, hTR, and hTERT mRNA in ameloblastoma (AB) and to investigate the clinical biological characteristics of AB. We detected hTR and hTERT Mrna in 54 cases of AB by in situ hybridization, and p53 protein by S-P method. The positive ratio of hTR, hTERT mRNA was 2/7 and 1/7 in normal oral mucosa, 81.2%(13/16) and 87.4% (14/16) in odontogenic keratocyst (OKC), 94.4%(51/54) in AB, respectively. There was a significant difference in these three groups (P < 0.001). A strong correlation between hTR and hTERT mRNA was found (rs = 1.000, P < 0.001). p53 protein was expressed in 87.5% (42/49) AB, 44%(11/25) OKC, 33.3%(1/3) normal oral mucosa, respectively. A strong correlation between hTERT mRNA and p53 protein was found (rs = 0.848, P < 0.001). A moderate correlation between hTR mRNA and p53 protein was found (rs = 0.536, P < 0.001). The positive ratios of hTR and hTERT were higher than p53 protein in AB. Telomerase activity and p53 expression play an important role in genesis and development of AB.